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The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area rose from 3 .5 percent in November to 3 .9 
percent in December. Meanwhile, the State's unemployment rate rose from 4.6 percent to 5.2 percent, 
while the national r.ate remained unchanged at 6.7 percent. From November to December, resident 
employment declined from 23,800 to 23,770, while unemployment increased from 870 to 970. Ov,.er-the-month 
employment losses were reported in shipbuilding, contract construction, and services. Last year at this 
time, 1,010 local residents were unemployed, and the unemployment rate was 3.8 percent. The 
Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area had the third lowest unemployment rate out of the State's 31 labor 
market areas in December. The excellent economic health of the area should continue for some time with 
the recent announcement of a $386 .5 mi 11 ion Navy contract for two Aegis cruisers 
Iron Works later this year. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL 
'The unemployment rate in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) increased from 5.8 
percent in November to 6.7 percent in December. During the same period the State's unemployment rate 
rose from 4 .6 percent to 5 .2 percent, while the national · unemployment rate remained unchanged at 6 .7 
percent . Betv,een November and December, l oca 1 unemp 1 oyment increased from 2 ,400 to 2 ,800. Over the 
month, local nonfann wage and salary employment fell by 100 to 37 ,200 in December. Employment in t 
manufactu r ing dropped by 200 jobs to 10 ,200, as 1 ayoffs of 100 jobs each in shoes, electrical machinery, 
and other durable goods more than offset a gain of 100 jobs in nonelectrical machinery. Employment in 
nonmanufacturi ng increased by 100, with gains of 100 jobs each in contract construction, retail trade , 
and local government outnumbering losses of 100 jobs each in wholesale trade and amusement and 
recreation services. Last year at this time, 3,300 local residents were unemployed and the unemployment 
rate was 7 .8 percent. As far as over-the-year nonfann employment figures are concerned, this area has 
experienced an increase of 1,100 new jobs. The local manufacturing base continued its long-term ' 
downtrend with an overall loss of 300 jobs. Layoffs of 300 jobs in shoes, 200 in electrical machinery, 
an.d 100 jobs each in textiles and other durables were slightly offset by gains of 200 jobs each in 
primary metals and rubber and miscellaneous plastics products. Nonmanufacturing employment increased 
trade, 200 in local government, and 100 
conditions in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area were mixed in December, with 
employment and unemployment evidencing increases. Resident employment increased from 100,700 in 
November to 101,000 in December, while the number unemployed rose from 2,800 to 2,900. The resulting 
unemployment rate rose. from 2. 7 percent in November to 2 .8 percent in December. Employment gains were 
primarily attributable to seasonal hiring in .retail trade. The number unemployed increased due in part 
to 1 ayoffs in contract construction. The 1 ocal unemployment rate of 2 .8 percent in December was well 
below the State and national rates of 5.2 percent and 6.7 percent, respectively. Last year at this time 
there were 3,700 workers unemployed and the unemployment rate stood at 3.5 percent. 
Layoffs in lumber and wood products, paper manufacturing, and contract construction were responsible for 
i nc reased unemployment in the Rumford Labor Market Area in December. Unemployment in the area rose from 
520 in November to 620 in December, while resident employment fell from 8,780 to 8,720" The resulting 
1 ocal unemployment rate of 6 .6 percent was up from 1 ast month's rate of 5 .6 percent, but cornpa red 
favorably with 1 ast December's rate of 7 .3 percent. The current 1 ocal rate falls between the statewide 
and national rates of 5.2 percent and 6.7 percent, respectively. 
WATERYi li~E LABOR MARKET AREA 
Following normal t rends, the unemployment rate in the Watervi 11 e Labor Market Area rose somewhat in · 
December. Although employment in the area . increased slightly from 20,480 in November to 20,580 in 
December, the number unemployed also rose from a level of 980 to 1,060. This increase in unemployment 
caused the unemployment rate to climb 0.3 percentage points to 4.9 percent. It is the fifth consecutive 
month that the local unemployment rate has been below 5.0 percent. A year ago the unemployment rate was 
5.9 percent and the number unemployed stood at 1,280. This month's rate of 4.9 percent was lower than 
the statewide rate of 5.2 percent and also below the national rate of 6.7 percent. Employment in 
manufacturing rose slightly, due largely to gains in paper and allied products and textile mill 
products. The nonmanufacturing sector evidenced small seasonal gains as well, with most improvements . 
occurring in retail trade. 
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF 
I _j~!J!~) ! \ ~~=:~~:,:::~~::,::. ::= .. STATISTICAL DATA SERl~S: CLF 12-65 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES j/ 
LABOR FORCE~ RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
u .... AREAS ~~ Dec. 85 Nov. 85 Dec. 84 Dec. 85 Nov. 85 Dec. 84 Dec. 85 Nov. 85 Dec. 84 Dec. 85 Nov. 85 Dec. 84 
AINE-Statewide . ............... 538.9 536.7 547.9 510.9 512.2 515.8 28.0 
M AJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA . .... ... . . . .. . . -:: . ~ 47,900 48,000 47,700 45 ,700 46,100 45,500 2,200 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA ....... ~ .. 41,600 41,200 42,200 38,800 38 ,800 38,900 2,800 
Portland MSA ........ . .. . ... . . 103,900 103,500 105,500 101,000 100,700 101,800 2,900 
Portsmouth-Dover· c~ 
Rochester MSA~ .... ·~· . . ,.~ ~ 105,310 104,940 103,540 102,6?0 ..101,960 98,360 2,690 
rHER LABOR MARKETS o· 
Augusta . ... . ..... . . . .... . . . . . 30,160 29,820 30,620 28,600 28,490 29,040 1,560 
Bath·Brunswick ... . . ;. ~ . . . .. .. . 24,740 24,670 26,240 23,770 23,800 25,230 970 
Belfast .. .. . . . . . .. ~ .. .. ·. ~ . . .i': . • 10,160 10,010 11,370 9,140 9,140 10,120 1,020 
Biddeford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . m 23,280 23,570 22,990 22,340 22 ,690 21,870 940 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset .. . .' . ~ 8,880 9,170 8,290 8,360 8,730 7 ,750 520 
Calais-Eastport ... . . . . . .... . } .~~n 14,420 14,710 15,240 13,360 13 ,830 14,000 1,060 
Caribou-Presque Isle ......... .. 21,290 20,970 21,350 19,430 19,390 19,230 1,860 
Central Penobscot . .. ... . n. , . •••• ~ 4,510 4,530 4,420 4,300 4,340 4,200 210 
Dover-Foxcroft ...... , .. ... .... ~ ~ 6,570 6,460 6,810 6,220 6,150 6,420 350 
Ellsworth . . ........ ·':.. · . . . . .. . . 21,090 21,280 20,990 19,900 20,350 19,600 1,190 
Farmington . .. ... ..... ~ ....... 12,800 12,420 13,350 11,910 11,560 12,310 890 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . .' .. " . ... . .. 5,910 5,880 5,970 5,480 5 ,510 5,510 430 
Greenville . .. . . . . .. . , ....... ... ~ 1,430 1,440 1,770 1,320 1,350 1,610 110 
Houlton .. .. .. ..... ... , . . . . ~ ~ . 'ill 5,230 5,210 5,150 4,880 4,890 4,810 350 
Kittery-York_!/ ... .. . ·t ..... . t . . ~ 23,380 23,180 22,930 22,930 22,800 22,090 450 
Lincoln-Howland . . ~ ·t:• ·~· . . ,.·.!.' .. 6,310 6,270 6,240 5,980 5,960 5,950 330 
Livermore Falls .. . . ..... ... :'.~ . 3,350 3,300 3,660 3,060 3,040 3,270 290 
Madawaska-Van Buren .. .. ... . . 4,210 4,090 4,340 3,810 3,810 3,930 400 
Mllllnocket-East Miiiinocket . . . .. 5,470 5,430 5,480 5,220 5,220 5,250 250 
Norway-Paris . . . : . .. .. ... .. .... 8,770 8,940 9,170 8,100 8,380 8,370 670 
Patten-Island Falls ... .. .... ~ '::.~ 11,; 2,720 2,740 2,570 2,560 2,610 2,440 160 
:::~::~ ::::: :->:.:.:: :: :: :: ::::· '~ : 17,890 17,870 18,920 16,970 17 ,110 17,820 920 9,340 9,300 9,830 8,720 8,780 9,110 620 
Sanford . . . . .. . . ......... . ,.~%. , 12,770 12,520 13,260 11,900 11,700 12,300 870 
Sebago Lakes Region ... ... . ".~ .. 9,220 9,130 8,890 8,850 8,800 8,440 370 
Skowhegan . . .. . .... ... .... . .. 21,790 21,340 22,590 20,250 20,040 20,750 1,540 
Southwest Penobscot . . . . . . . . . . · 8,220 8,340 8,440 7,490 7,690 7,690 730 
Waterville ..... .. . . . ...... . . . .. 21,640 21,460 21,820 20,580 20,480 20,540 1,060 
ITHER NEW ENGLAND STATES l~ 
Connecticut ..• . .. . ........... n/a 1,725.8 1,703.5 n/a 1,652.8 1,624.2 n/a 
Massachusetts ........... . .. . • 3,074.Q 3,067.0 3,056.7 2,956.0 2,958.0 2,936.7 119.0 
New Hampshire ..... . ..... . . . . 544.4 540.0 531.1 530.5 525.7 512.7 13.9 
Rhode Island .. . . ... .... . .... . . 508.0 508.8 503.0 485.7 488.5 480.5 22.3 
Vermont . . . . . . .... . . . ......... .. 286.2 281.9 277.3 273.3 268.9 265.4 12.9 
IEW ENGLAND STATES .. . .... : · .. n/a 6,124.6 6 ,071.6 n/a 5,893.9 5,819.5 n/a 
NITED STATES 4/ ......... . ..... 115.780 116.097 114 .028 108.063 108.282 106.049 7 .717 
MSA·Metropolitan Statlstlcal Area 
Note: n/a indicates that the Information was not available at the time of printing. Employment and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding. 
f'ootnotes 
JI Labor force, employment, and unemployment data for all areas not seasonally adjusted. Estimates made Independently for each labor market area have been benchmarked to and 
extrapolated from the Current Population Survey estimates for the state. All data adjusted to place of residence basis. EKcludes members of the Armed Forces. 
.2J Current and last month figures preliminary; year ago figures raised . 
.JI Kittery.York Is the eight·town Maine portion of the Portsmouth -Dover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and New Hampshire . 
.JI National estimates based on a sample of household visits; sta_te estimates based on enlargements of employment figures reported . 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
Division of Economic Analysis ind R....,ch 
24.5 32.1 5.2 4.6 5.9 
1,900 2,200 4.6 4.0 4.6 
2,400 3,300 6.7 5.8 7 .8 
2,800 3,700 2.8 2.7 3.5 
2,980 5,180 2.6 2.8 5.0 
1,330 1,580 5.2 4.5 5.2 
870 1,010 3.9 3.5 3.8 
870 1,250 10.0 8.7 11.0 
~ 880 1,120 4.0 3.7 4.9 
440 540 5.9 4.8 6.5 
880 1,240 7.4 6.0 8.1 
1,580 2,120 8.7 7.5 9.9 
190 220 4.7 4.2 5.0 
310 390 5.3 4.8 5.7 
930 1 1,390 5.6 4.4 6.6 
860 1,040 7.0 6.9 7.8 
Cl 370 460 7.3 6.3 7.7 
90 160 7 .7 6.3 9.0 
320 340 6.7 6.1 6.6 
380 840 1.9 1.6 3.7 
' 310 290 5.2 4.9 4.6 
260 390 8.7 7.9 10.7 
' 
280 410 9.5 6.8 9.4 
210 230 4.6 3.9 4.2 
560 800 7.6 6.3 8.7 
130 130 5.9 4.7 5.1 
I 760 ~ 1,100 5.1 4.3 5.8 
I 520 720 6.6 5.6 7.3 ~ 
820 960 6.8 6.5 7.2 
330 450 4.0 3.6 m 5.1 m 
1,300 1,840 7.1 6.1 8.1 
650 750 8.9 1.8 8.9 
980 1,280 4.9 4.6 5.9 
73.0 79.3 n/a 4.2 4.7 
110.0 120.0 3.9 3.6 3.9 
14.4 18.4 2.6 2.7 3.5 
20.3 22.5 4.4 4.0 4.5 
13.0 11.9 4.5 4.6 4.3 
230.7 252.1 n/a 3.8 4.2 
7 A1'- 7 .Q7A 6.7 6.7 7.0 
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AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
The employment situation in the Augusta Labor Market Area improved slightly in December. Although the unemployment 
rate evidenced a seasonal increase, 110 more people were employed in the area as resident employment rose from 
28,490 in November to 28,600 in December. The number unemployed also rose from 1,330 to 1,560, causing the 
unemployment rate to al so rise from 4 .5 percent to 5 .2 percent. The December unemployment rate equals the State's 
unemployment rate for the month, yet remains well below the national rate of 6.7 percent. In addition, a year ago 
the local rate was also 5.2 percent. At that time, 1,580 persons were out of work and 29,040 were employed. This 
year, between November and December increased employment occurred in both manufacturing and nonmanufacturing. 
Employment losses in leather and leather products were offset by gains in paper and allied products, textile mill 
products, and apparel. Nonmanufacturing gains were largely due to increased employment in retail trade. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Resident employme.nt in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) decreased from 46,100 in November to 45,700 in 
December, while unemployment rose from 1,900 to 2,200. The resultant unemployment rate of 4.6 percent was 0.6 
percentage points above the area's November rate. The December unemployment rate in the Bangor MSA remained below 
the state and national rates of 5.2 percent and 6.7 percent, respectively. A year ago 45,500 residents were 
employed, 2,200 unemployed, and the unemployment rate stood at 4.6 percent. Employment in manufacturing declined 
slightly over the month, with losses occurring in petroleum refining and related industries and leather and leather 
products. Some improvement occurred in metals and machinery and textile mill products. Nonmanufacturing employment · 
remained relatively stable between November and December. Employment gains in wholesale and retail trade were 
offset by losses in contract construction and govert111ent. 
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF 
J ...41!~. ~! M \ -6~~.'.:,",~::,::~~::,:::.:':~~:: .. ". CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
STATISTICALDATASERIES: CCLF 12-85 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 21 UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
COUNTY 1l 
nPc _85 LNov. 85 L Dec. _8_4_LOec. 85 _l_____r.i_ru,. 85 Dec_,____Ji4J Dec. 85 I Nov. 85 I Dec. 84 I Dec. 85 I Nov. 85 I Dec. 84 
ANDROSCOGGIN .... .. . . . . . . . ... . . . 46,840 46,490 47,820 3, 100 2, 720 3,700 6.6 5.9 7.7 43,740 43, 770 44,120 
AROOSTOOK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 38,480 38,000 38,560 3,1'40 2,630 3,430 8.2 6.9 8.9 35, 340 35,370 35,l30 
CUMBERLAND. 112,080 1111,530 1113,990 3,330 3,070 4,000 3.0 2.8 3.5 T08, 750 I ro8,46o I 109, 990 
FRANKLIN . . . . . . . . ........... . . 12,800 )2 ,420 13, 350 890 860 l ,040 7.0 6.9 7.8 11 , 910 l1 ;560 l2,3TO 
HANCOCK ......... . 21,090 21,280 20, 990 1', 190 930 1, 390 5.6 4.4 6.6 19, 900 20,350 19,600 
KENNEBEC ...... . . .... . . . ........ . 50,130 49,610 50, 720 2,550 2,240 2,780 5.1 4.5 5.5 47,580 47,370 47,940 
KNOX .... .. .... .. . . . . . . . .. ... .. . . . . . 15,920 15,880 16, 920 790 620 1 ,020 5.0 3.9 6.0 15, 130 15,260 15,900 
LINCOLN .............. . ....... . 11, 320 11, 630 10 ,820 660 590 650 5.8 5. l 6.0 10 ,660 11 ,040 10, 170 
OXFORD .......... ... .... . . . . .... . 19, 720 19,790 20,490 1 , 310 l, l 00 1 ,590 6.6 5.6 7.8 18,410 18,690 18 ,900 
PENOBSCOT .. . .. 71 ,680 71 ,840 71 ,530 3,640 3,200 .3,640 5.1 4.5 5. l 68,040 68,640 67,890 
PISCATAQUIS ... ........ . ........... . 8,000 7,890 8,570 460 400 550 5.8 5 .1 6.4 7 ,540 7,490 8,020 
SAGADAHOC ......... . .. . ... .. .. ... . 13, ]20 1 ~.080 13 ,810 600 550 570 4.6 4.2 4.1 12,520 12 ,530 13 ,240 
SOMERSET ... . ............. . ... . 21,790 21,340 22,590 1 ,540 l, 300 l ,840 7 .1 6. l 8. 1 20,250 20,040 20,750 
WALDO . . ...... . .... . ... . ....... . 11, 730 11 ,590 12,900 1, 110 950 l, 310 9.5 8.2 10. 2 10,620 10 ,640 11 ,590 
WASHINGTON . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 14,420 14, 71 O 15,240 1 ,060 880 1 ,240 7.4 6.0 8.1 13, 360 13,830 14,000 
YORK . . ..... .. . ... . .... ....... .. . 69,790 69,600 69,640 ·2,620 2,440 3,390 3.8 3.5 4.9 6 7, 1 70 67,160 66,250 
11 Labor force. employment 1 and unemployment data are_ not se asonnal ly adjusted . All data are on a pl.i ce of residenc') bas,s . Member s o f the arm ed fo rces a re excluded . ]JI)' ' . 21 Current and last m o nth figures preliminary ; year ago fi gu res revised. 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY Labor Market Information Services 
AS A FEDERAL · STATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS --~----------- _ 
